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NSCAS

The Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment 
System (NSCAS), pronounced “en-skass,” is 
the statewide assessment system that 
embodies Nebraska’s holistic view of 
students and helps them prepare for success 
in postsecondary education, career, and 
civic life. It uses multiple measures 
throughout the year to provide educators 
and decision makers at all levels with the 
insights they need to support student 
learning.



NSCAS and ELPA Assessments
• NSCAS Growth & General Science

• NWEA/MAP Growth
• Fall, Winter, and Spring Administrations
• General Science in the Spring only

• NSCAS Alternate Assessment
• DRC/INSIGHT
• Intended for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities (Typically About 1% or less of the 

population)
• Spring Administration only

• ACT Assessment
• ACT/ACT Now
• Spring Administration only

• ELPA21 and Alt ELPA
• Cambium Assessment
• Spring Administration (Feb-Mar)



ADVISER English Language Testing



ADVISER Roster Reports

You may need to obtain the SPED & FRL codes from your district admin



ADVISER Roster Reports

ADVISER Assessment Roster Data Elements

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZO4IBwcPLe_OKVe2FG8TsuvyKieB_iHq/view?usp=sharing


ELPA 21 and Alt ELPA

• ADVISER Data Requirements

• Grade level KG - 12

• Full-time Equivalency (FTE) is 51% or higher

• Alternate Assessment field coded “NO” in the SPED record for ELPA21 or 
“YES” for the Alt ELPA

• School of Record



NSCAS Growth Roster

• ADVISER Data Requirements

• Grade level 3 – 8

• Full-time Equivalency (FTE) is 51% or higher

• Alternate Assessment field coded “NO” in the SPED record

• School of Record and School of Attendance



NSCAS Alternate Assessment

• ADVISER Data Requirements

• Grade level 3 – 8 or 3rd-Year High School Cohort (2025)

• Full-time Equivalency (FTE) is 51% or higher

• Alternate Assessment field coded “YES” in the SPED record

• School of Record



ACT Assessment

• ADVISER Data Requirements

• 3rd-Year High School Cohort (2026) 
• NOT grade level

• Full-time Equivalency (FTE) is 51% or higher

• Alternate Assessment field coded “NO” in the SPED record

• School of Record



ADVISER Roster Reports

2024-2025 NSCAS Roster Review Process in ADVISER Validation

Roster Review Deadline 
ELPA21 & Alt ELPA is 1/8/25

NSCAS Alternate & ACT is 1/10/25

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19aQDy-SMqwah0vx4ko16vb0a4LYmM94h/view?usp=sharing


ADVISER Roster Reports

After the Jan 8th & 10th deadlines, districts are responsible for 
1. Sending student data updates to ADVISER Validation regularly

2. Add/Update student data in the appropriate vendor test system 
when student management opens
a. Create records for new students
b. Add a Not Tested Code to students who have left your district
 (with the expectation of NSCAS Growth students that are transferred within Acacia Manage)

3. During the test window for the NSCAS Growth, NWEA & NDE run 
quality checks that includes NTC coding



ADVISER Rosters Reports

Exempt (Home)School Students

Review the Exempt Schools – School District Report within the Data Collections 
area of the NDE portal for submission status of the exempt (home) school 

students.  A “submitted” or “pending” status on the report can be coded in 
ADVISER with a 205 enrollment code in their SIS/SRS/ADVISER.  

External Program Students
Districts should be in direct contact with the Rule 18/ESU/Contracted Agencies to 

ensure your students attending these programs participate in NSCAS testing. 
In the January roster file, ensure these students are listed under their Reporting 

School. 



NSCAS Test Windows

2024-2025 NSCAS Testing Windows

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-2025_NSCAS_Test_Window_V2_11124.pdf


NSCAS Resources

NDE Statewide Assessment Website
 https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/

NWEA-NE Assessment Portal
 Assessment Portal
 Scroll to bottom of page for additional resources
 NSCAS Growth Resources to Date
DRC
 INSIGHT
 All resources are within their test system, you must have a login/password for access
ACT
 ACT state testing webpage
ELPA21
 ELPA21 Resources

https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/
https://nwea.force.com/nweaconnection/s/nebraska?language=en_US
https://dpdol.nwea.org/pl/sa/NE/NE_YR5_NSCASGrowthResourcestoDate_Handout_FY22.pdf
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/nebraska.html
https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/resources


Statewide Assessment Contacts
• Maggie Sis, Assessment Program Coordinator

• Margaret.Sis@nebraska.gov
• 531-739-8665

• Iris Owens, Program Manager & Liaison for the NDE
• Iris.A.Owens@act.org
• 531-207-9019

• Julie Otero, Title III/ELPA21
• julie.otero@nebraska.gov
• 402-405-5212

• Statewide Assessment General Inquiries
• nde.stateassessment@nebraska.gov
• 402-471-2495  

mailto:Margaret.Sis@nebraska.gov
mailto:Iris.A.Owens@act.org
mailto:allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov
mailto:nde.stateassessment@nebraska.gov


QUESTIONS?
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